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Minutes of 4th General Meeting of the 

Australian Systematic Botany Society, 30 August, 1977 

Meeting held at 8.00 p.m. in tll.e Botany S~hool, University of Melbourne. 

Apologies from Rod Henderson, Karen Wil.son, Jim Armstrong, Alex George. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Minutes of 3rd General Meeting as· published in the ASBS. NewslettE:&-w"re 
accepted on .the motion of G. Scott~ seconded J. Beard • 

. -.- . ; ' . 

President's report was given by the President, R. Car.olin, and received 
on the motion of T •. Orchard, seconded T., Whiffin. G.· Scott requested 
that those members and universid.es "wiw had contributed to .the list of 
graduate theses which is being compiled by ASBS Council should be sent 
copies of the finished list. The Presid-ent stated .that this would be dcme. 

Treasurer's report was presented in typescript form to all present and 
was received on the motion of G. S~ott, seconded R •. :Filson. 

Report of newsletter editor was p"J;"esented by the. Pres:l.de~t.. On the 
motion of M. Todd, seconded G. Keighery, the report:,.was ·received and a 
vote of. appreciation to those people .. who do the work. of· producing the 
newsletter (particularly R. Henderson and K. Wilson) was yassed. 

-:~··· 

s. Reports from l9cal chapters. l~o reports as such were .given, but a general 
consensus of opinion showed that the chapters all seemed to be functioning 
reasonabiy ·successfully. 

6. Flora of -Australia •. Recent develop~e~t·~ involve:-,,·· 

i. The· sugges.tion by Hj. Eichler that a monographic series could 
be published. via the medium of existing state· herbarium· j o\1tnal$ 
and the forthcomin~ Commonweaith journal "Brunonia". · · · .. : ., 

ii. -The recent government appointment of ABRS as a permanent bo.dy 
with the production of a Flora of Aus~ralia as one of its chargesi 

, j ·.H:.~ 

In view>of·these re:C:ent developments. the. President outlined· an overall suggestion 
for an "undirected flora of Australia", 1. e. a continui.ng,, ~eries of monograph~ 
which would gather together all revisions of Australian 'plants which wer; done 
on an Australia-wide basis. Any such revisionary study could be.vresented 
before publication to an editorial: pane-l which would determine if it was suitable 
for inclusion in' a :Flor'a: of Australia'sE!t'ies. Each suitable article could then be 
published in any.'b:erb'arium journal of the Australian commonwealth or states, and 
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would be h~aded "Contribut~ons toward a Flora of Australia" toge.ther. with 
a serial: ntltnber. · ABRS 'E;hould become. responsible for ·p~rchasing reprints 
and ·.m.akiilg the~e i:riia:ilable w'J;lere waitted. A necessary step is the standard­
isation of size of all herbarium journals, and a willingness to do this 
has~already beensqoWJ;l by Weste:rn Australia, South Australia, Victoria and 
Queensland. The meeting was generally in favour of the suggestion and 
Council is ·to ·forward the ·idea on to wherever it sees fit. '· ·· 

7. 

a. 

9. 

10. 

~ . . . .. . 
,_; 

Ausd:aliaii ·Bo.tanicai Liaison Officer Hj. Eichler.· stated that·'at this 
stage, :suppott for the ;BLO was still forthcoming •from .CSIRO. A;. Kanis 

· poihteci' out that although a copy of each page of the · ASBS newsletter is 
sent to Kew library this was insufficient as the ABLO is regularly 
approached ,for information concerning Australian botany and b,otanist's and 
requires ·a: ·copy permanently at hand. It was moved, A. Kanis,seconded 
Hj. Eichler, and carried t_hat a copy of each future issue of the ASBS 
newsletter should be sent to the ABLO for permanent retention there for 
successive officers. A. Kanis also indicated that a small library of 
major reference books should be established for the ABLO. 

Central Australian Flora J. Jessop reported that a rough outline 
sample draft had been circulated. Compilation of a basic list of 
species and their dis~;ribution is causing same trouble, but about 

· 2000.sp~cies are involved. There are volunteers for writing up about 
99% of 'the sp~cies; ,~.H •. Willis will wr;f.te an historical introduction 

. on' exp'loration <>f' 'the area; an ecolog.ical chapte.r.d.s anticipated. 
:Ma,terial :is to be in ·hand by· the. end: .. of 1979. : j 

... :' : . '. 

International. Botanical Congress. The President said that the ASBS 
hoped to have the Central Australian Flora completed and published.:: ~ · 
in time for the :IBG. in Sydney in 1981·,. and asked .:if members felt that 
the Society shoul,d' piay any· active part i_n the Congress. B. Briggs 
indicated that she and all other members,·of the committee for the 
Systemat;lc.and 'Evolutionary' Botany section.of ,the Congress had met during 
the present ANZAAS and were formulating a programme for the section. 
They hoped . fqr a wide-ranging and balanc;.ed, .r_esult, and suggestions would 
be welcom~~ · · She suggested that if the ASBS wished to organise a function 
in its own right then a dinner or informal function may be appropriate. 
R. Seppelt suggested a·tour of Central Australia to complement the 
Central Australian Flora but it was felt that this may not be successful 
if the season was poor. Other suggestions and comments were made, but the 
matter was left for decision at a later .. date. Possibility of a dinner 
was favoured. Members felt that holding a general meeting of ASBS at the 
Congress may not be advisable as ASBS Congress participants would prefer 
spending time with overseas visitors. 

Australian Customs Act Regulation 13A. This regulation applies to the 
export of type specimens of insects, and it has been feared that it was 
also to be applied to plant types. However, this did not now appear 
to be the case so no action was necessary. 
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11. Nancy Burbidge Memorial. The question· of· pro~idi~k·a ~etllOiial to: · 
~ancy . Burbidge was -dis cu_ssed at length and-_ the su~i'g~st ions: _consi~ered 
were_:.;.· provision o~ a painted or photographic pdrtl'ait -of, 'htir for. 
hanging at Herbarium- Australiense; · dedication ·ori:tn -issue of, ;Br.unon;Ut.; 
~~t.ap:t.i!iilhtnent of: a·- fund for providing flriancial:' a~s:lstari·c:e· to st~~feuts-, 

~-,~·-. of' syst'~atic botany; a memorial lecture or series of le~tures.'' :~;,·,·-:~.·. 
consensus of opinion was taken and it was thEm moved H. Aston,' seconded 
R •. Smith and carried, that the ASBS Council should establish a.Nancy 

. _,Burbidge, M,emorial Fund with· a view to prov_iding .e~~~er .. -a ~e~·ori~l:, .. 
::.}.e;ct~re or; -s.eries of, lectures or ·else providin,s -~+~an~:ia~;:~ssist;:.~c;e. to 
st~d.ents worldng. i:n ·Australian systematic botany.· · . . _ 

•• . : •• . • ·' • • ~ • .. • . ~ • 't ' . •• f .'1. • • •: : . 

'f•l 

12. Inc,~.ming. "council. The incoming c'ouncilfor 1977/79: ·term is·~~ 
. -~ ·.·: ··; .. 

13. 

'' 

·. ·i,l:·! 
President R. Car-> lin 
Vice-President·- R• · Henderson 
Secretary - K. Wilson 
Treasurer M. Lazarides 
Councillors Alex George 

John Jessop --·· ...... · .'•. 

::' "' 
~- . .... .,,. 

. . . I l r· ·~ , , , ' . , : •.. ·, 

. , ~ ... Wh~:f:fin J;ta;ported that only 42 members had voted in th.e. el,e.ction 
· for.,counc.Ulor~, _and five of the· 'votes ·were invalid. ·G. Kei_gh~ry-, :· 
q:q~emt~.d, ·on. the. cqmplicated method of ·voting and suggested_ that. a m~re 
~t)i:ractive ~me-thod should be adopted in order· to ensure · vo'tiri:g '.bY a ,:inuch 
larger number of members. He suggested that votes could be handed in 
at chapter meetings. The matter is to be taken up by Counci;L~- _ . 

Nexi: .G.eneral Meeti.J;lg.- ,it::. was felt that:· meeting ~~~\t~e- nex~-~~~- in 
New, ·z~aland would ·npt._,be .. suitable~· Council is to detid~ on venue~ 

~ ' J ,. ~· ' 

;',· · The meeti~g th~n concluded with the Presid~ntial Address "Tlie Old 
Systematics" delivered by R. Carolirt.- · · · r.; ' ' ' · 

. . . . . . . 
,' ' . -. 

Thanks. are· due to Helen Aston for acting as Minutes Secretary. 

SECRETARY 

~. ; .' --------....:.··,-,_. ·· .. :· .. · .. 

....... 

. .: .. 
. i .. 

-~· . '. ~ \ 
.· ... 

• 
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AUSTRALIAN SYSTEMATIC BOTANY SOCIETY 

Financial Statement for period 31.12. 75 to 31. 12. 76 

RECEIPTS EXPENDITURE 

Bank Balance at 31.12.75 ••• $1021.98 Newsletter (4) printing 
. ' 

Subscriptions •••••••••••••• $1223.24 and postage ••••••••• · •• u •• $ 802.J 1 · 

Bank Interes:·t ••• ~ •••••• ~ ••• $ 37.09 Letterheads & Newsletter 
.c • • 

• l ,•; ~ 

TOTAL: 

ACT NSW 

Aug. 1973 
Dec. 1974 
May. .~976 44 42 
Aug. 1977 . 44' 42 

. Covers· ••••••••• ~ •••••••••• $ 270.10 

Taxonomic Report •••••••••••• $ 131. 10. 

Newsletter Draft Typing •••.•• $ 10.40 i 

Editorial Postage ••••• ; •••••• $ .10.00 

Rubber Stamps (2) ••• ~ ••••• ·• • $ 9. 20 

Bank Balance as at:,3l.l2.76 $1049.40 

$22 82. 31 ..::.T:..:OT::::.AL=.:-: _..,...__.___,...,......,.......,..,.._--...J.$.;;;.2 2;;;.;8:;,:;:2;.;:.. -=-31 

NT · · Q .· SA TAS VIC WA. . ·OVERSEAS+ .. TOTALS 

5 28 33 
5 32 45 

7 
5 

.. 
26 '43 
90 51 

20·· 
24 

113 
. 2ll 
. 248 

278 

(+ OV:ersea.s .. = UK 1, Aftical, NZ 5, USA 8, Netherlands l, PNG.4, .. 
Insd.tut ional 4) · 

LOSS (dece~sed) 2 

UNFINANCIAL STATUS : .... :. 

ACT;,; '12 (2) . TAS 0 

NSW 7 VIC 3 (l) 

NT; 0 WA 15 (6) 

Q'LD. 4 (1) 
: 

OVERSEAS 14 (6) 

SA 3 

TOTAL 58 unfinancial for 1977 (including 16 unfinancial for more than 1 year) 

TREASURER 
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"Travels in Africa for the Study of the Genus Protea 
'< ·~, 

R. Br. (Nom. cons.)" - Dr J .s. Beard. 

The genus Protea,..is the South Aftican national'floral emblem. While·.:·. 
resident in South Mrica, I· had agreed on the preparation of a major. . . 
illustrated monogr~ph.with Prof. H.B. ,Rycroft, Director of the Na$~rnal 
Botan:(.c,\f,iardens., K1rstenbosch, who was ·to be ·responsible for the - ·10 SPi>• 
found in.the ·cape Province, while I would do the rest, also about 70, which 
spread .,11:( over Afriaa south ·of the Sahara. Unfortunately, by the time my 
work :Wa~ . £ inished, . Prof. Rycroft had not completed his revision of the 
taxonomy of the Cape 'species, but th:i.s has now been taken over by Dr John 
Rourke ·since he became head· of the Kirstenbosch herbarium, and a fresh start 
on tp~ project_has been made. 

The first Soutli African plant of which there is a known record is 
actually a Protea (P. neriifolia). · A specimen was figured by Clutins at 
Antwerp 'in· 1605 under the designation ·. "Carduus generis· elegantissimi" •. 
Owing to its geographical situation the Cape flora became known quite early 
and most.of the Cape species of J>rotea had been describedby the close of 
the 18th century. The name Protea (from the Greek god Proteus) :i.s due to 
Linnaeus himself in the folio edition·:o.f Systema Naturae, 1735. Involvement 
in that period, however, resulted in immense taxonomic confusion which is 
not fully resolved even now. The ·principal generic names in the family have 
had to be made nomina conservanda because of this situation. The subtropical 
and tropical species of Protea became known much later and largely escaped . 
the earlier confusion except for P. gaguedi Gmel. (P. abysinica Willd.) · wh:L,c.h 
was discovered by Bruce in the course of his travele. to discover the source 
of the Nile and was described and figured in two stylis~d plates und~r th~ , 
local name GLguedi, in his book of 1790. There is no type specimen, so that 
the type consists of the two pl,ates .and the description• Fortunately.,only 
one taxon of Protea has ever been discovered in northern Ethiopia, and .tl'\e. . 
application of the name is not in doubt. · 

Confusion in the tropical area of the genus mainly resulted from the· 
multiplication of names by British,. Fren~h, Jielgian, German and Portugese 
wcrkers in the separate colonial terr1tories, so that there has had to be 
considerable reduction to synonymy. Some species show quite little yariation 
even throughout an immense range of thousands of kilometres» whereas others 
are considerably variable. The aggregate species concept was employed in 
P. welwitschii where 12 species were reduced to a group of 7 subspecies. In 
a number of cases, uncertainty surrounds the relationship of some sympatric 
suffrutescent and arborescent formS; which need to be stm'ied i 1 cultivation. 

! . . ·~ . ·. . 

r' 
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Throughout the talk an account of some of my travels was given and a 
number of slides were shown illustrating species, their habitats, and scenery 
in the parts of Africa where they are found. Examples of the colour plates 
which had been printed for the illustrated monograph by Lura Ripley were 
also exhibited. · 

The above is an abstract of a talk delivered to the Perth Chapter on 
·5th April, 1977. 

References 

Beard, J.S. 1958. The Protea species of the suinmer rainfall area of 
South Africa. Bothalia 7: 41-63. 

1963: The genus Protea in' tropical. Africa~ 
Kirkia 3: 138-206. 

COMHITTEE OF HEADS OF AUSTRALIAN HERBARIA 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The fifth annual meeting of the Committee of Heads of Australian Herbaria 
met in Adelaide on 6 and 7 October. Members who attended were:-

Dr J.P. Jessop (AD), Chairman 
Dr B.G. Briggs (NSW) . 
Dr D.M. Churchill (MEL) 
Mr G.M. Chippendale (FRI) 
Dr J. W. Green (PER Til) 
Dr Hj. Eichler (CANB) 
Mr A.B. Court (CBG) 
Mr J.R. Maconochie (NT) 
Dr R.W. Johnson (BRI) 
Mr D.R. Gregg, Director, Tasmanian Museum & Art Gallery (HO) (Observer). 
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ABRS - .... 

''·' 'M:tich.'of'the time was devoted to important discuss.i9ns '?~ the role of the 
Austraiian..,JH.cilogical Resources Study, which .had recently:)>een given the 
status of an established programme. The value of these ~iscussiqns was 
greatly enhanced by the attendance of Dr W.D.L. Ride (Director, ABRS) for 
part of the meeting, who asked CHAH for its views on several aspects of ABRS's 
work • 

.. , ', ; 

Among p~·oposals made by the Committee was one that The Academy _of Science 
Standing Committee on the Australian Flora should be asked to act as an 
advisory committee to ABRS on matters relating to a Flora of Australia. This 
Committee, when it last met, included members from all state herbaria, CSIRO 
and several other taxonomists, and is believed to have the confidence of the 
Australian taxonomic community. 

Other topics concerni~g ABRS included suggestions for members of the 
principal ABRS Advisory Comm±ttee, a new name for ~he organization, and 
priorities in vegetation mapping. Dr Ride intends that herbarium collection 
label data should be stored in a computerized data retrieval system and 
suggestions were made for the order in·which herbaria should be processed: 
start with the smaller collections • 

.,_, 
' ·-·~· ~.,... ' 

Revisional series 

Another important topic was a proposal that Australian taxonomic revisions 
·b.e ·reprinted from jourpals and bound in a. 1:1niform. series under a titie such 
as 'Revisions tQwards, a. :Flor~ of Australta' (see ASBS Newsletter 12 :4). This 
project was strongly. supported and a subcommittee set up (with·Dr:Eichler· 
as Convener) to lay down guidelines and to make other necessary arrangements 
to get it off the ground as quickly as practicable in consultation with ABRS· 

. ' ' . 

Australian Botanical Liaison Officer 

It was noted that CSIRO recently decided to continue to support:this post 
which is, for many government botanists, the only opportunity to spend a 
fairly long time on botanical work overseas and wnfch has provided essential 
data to botanists both in ,Australia and in Britain~ It remains to be seen 
whether ABRS will ui·t-imately take· over CSIRO' s port'ton of financial support 
for the position. 

.. 



,, 
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Current Taxonomic Research 

Over the past few years the Committee has produced three editions of a 
catalogue of Australian taxonomic projects and it was resolv~d to produce a 
further edition for the International Congress. ASBS,.which has been 
collaborating and which is planning a somewhat similar·catalogue for 1979 
(see ASBS Newsletter 12:2) has been asked to participate in its preparation. 

Standard Distribution Recording Srstem 

Dr Churchill has been developing· a grid system for recording distribution 
in Australia. The basic unit is the 1.5° x 1° area as defined ~y the 1;250 000 
map series and each designated by a two-letter reference system. Using .a small 
number of figures, these units are then subdivisible to various levels of 
accuracy.. While it is probably not possible to produce a system which will 
suit every distribution recording requirement, it is believed that this 
system will ,be of considerable value. Dr Churchill has undertaken to have 
it published in "Muelleria". 

20 Oct 1977 J. Jessop 

FLORAS 

Will a hew Flora of Australia ever see the light of day'l . Faced with a 
similar goal, a group of dedicated professionals overcame almost insurmountable . 
problems .to produce.a fl,0ra of Europe. This is how they did it. 

Brief History of the Flora Europaea Project 

The need for a consolidated, modern Flora of Europe had been acknowledged 
for a long time, and many discussions had taken place to consider ways in 
which such a Flora could be produced •. It was obvious in these discussions 
that it was beyond the capacity of·~ one person to write a European .-Flora withiti 
any practical timetable; and ·that some kind of cooperative scheme •was: · · · 
needed, but early attempts to achieve this foundered. At the International 
Botanical Congress in Paris in 1954 the problems associated with writing such 
a Flora were again discussed in one of the formal sessions, but: thes'e discussions 
closed on a note of gloom and regret that no feasible scheme ·could be ·· · : · · 
envisaged. Some of the participants adjourned to a small cafe opposite .the 
Sorbonne and continued the discussion with the aid of appropriate refreshment. 
In contrast to the earlier meeting, the longer the session went on the less 
formidable the task seemed, and the session closed with complete unanimity 
that the Flora could he written and that the group involved in the discussion 
would do it.. · 
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Even at that stage it was clearly appreciated that for the Flora to be· 
a success it must have the support of a substant~al proportion of the senior 
and experienced. taxonomists in Europe; yet these were already fully committed 
with "their ·o<WD.'~esearches: It was therefore necessary to devise some method· 
of using the personal; knowledge of many specialists in a way which did not 
impose unacceptable burdens on them. :The baSiC idea of an author preparing 
an account, which, after editing, should be·submitted to Regional Advisers in 
as many countries as possible was developed early in the discussions. 
Similarly it was soon realized that, for the work to have any coherence, 
strict editorial policies' would be needed. BY' the end of 1955 the initial 
group involved agreed that the stage had been reached when a formal committee 
should be~ established, and this committee first met .in January 1956. The 
minutes of' this ibeetfng are headed: "Meeting to consider the-Organisation 
o.f ·kl· ·Eut'Opean> 'Flora - Held· at Leicester 4 January 1956''. These minutes show 
how far the thinking had ·gone ·since the early concepts had been formulated 
in Pari:s' in 1954. The functions of the Editorial Board, the Advisory Editox:s, 
the Region'al Advisers, etc.; were outlined;. and .lists of people who should 
be invit'(i'd; to helpl were prepared. It is perhaps ·indicative of the wide . 
acceptance of the urgent need for a Flora of Europe that almost everyone 
invited agreed to help and almost all have continued to do so • 

... 
At that first meeting the basic form and style of the Flora were agreed, 

even down to the order in which the individual characters of the plant should 
be described. Sample treatments of Gentiana.by Tutin and Digitalis by Heywood 
had already been prepared. These were discussed at length, and it was agreed 
that revised versions should be prepared and that these be printed and 
circulated as specimen pages. 

The optimism which laun'cbed the p·roject is reflected in two· of the . 
minute's ·bf that first meeting·: 

'A period of about 10 years ~as envisaged for the preparation of the 
MSS.' (It has taken 21 years!) 

'It was agreed that .a sum of money ( 5-6,()00) would have to be found.' 
(The British Science Research Council grants alone now total more than 

1~0, 0()01.) 

But 'itt essenti.!l'ls· the ·Flora has followed, closely the plans outlined at 
that first meeting 'and' set out in a small handbook entitled The Presentation . 
ofhra~cinomic· 'Information -·a: 'short guide for contributors to Flora Europaea · 
published in>l958 with· a supplement in 1960. The guide became widely known. 
as the ·'Green Book' and soon assumed an importance all of its own. 

·: 

·:.: tt· was emphas'ized at.the first meeting that:·,'While:·it was agreed that 
the editorial board should be based on the British Isles and Ireland so as 
to make ·fairl.'y frequent meetings, close collabora.tion etc. possible, every 
ati:enip't' should be made to avoid an insular outlook.' It was felt that. this 
could'best be ensuredby having periodic gatherings in different parts of 
Europe·· of ·all' imtol~ed: irt the Flora. Although all the subsequent me:etings 

.• .. ~ . 
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(Cpp~~~~gen.. ~)ld, Arhus) :f,n 1965 whi.ch provided an opportunity .t,o re~iew · 
progress and to see what imprO.Vements couiC1 be. made in, the Flora an.cl in'the 
Organization. 

The- E,d:l,to~ial. Committee. ,has. throug~io'llt met at regular int~rval£J' ~nd 
the;r~ .have' been -f~w .meetings at which the.r.e: has not been" at lea~t on~ long 
dif1C\1!'i~io1l 011 ~omments sent in by a ~egiona'l Adviser or·. an Ady:i.sqr_y Edit~r •. , 
It is impossible to. over-estimate the value. of· such Comments ••.. There are . . ·. 
prop,ab:Jryt no ~o~ani,cat 11¥ln~s~ripts wl\ich,have,. been submitted to' the 'cr:it,ical. 
appr~i:~;~;J;,, ;of so .many experttii) pr:f,or 'to public~tio't1. . when mist(:j.~~s· P'r er~ors 
of j.~5:J.&~ment: dq_..apvear, in ·a P).lb;L;lshed ac,count, .:it is' an. _indicad.on o( :the 
. cqwp;t~e~itY: .·o;f ,tJle. ;t,~xonomic p.rob~ems _,ap,.~. ·-~~ ,(!onden~:i,ng: t:pe. desc~ip~:l,pns, o~ : 
1370QQ;_ .. ~:pecies,.into a work. of rea$c>nable. size. . . , . . _ . ,. . ,. . . . 

.. , ' . , . . ' . . . • ,. , .· .• ·I . ' '· • 

·' ,,Aif ;t~~:·q:Ut.set;. pf t,he pr:oject ;it -was .realized t;hat substapt;lal .sums of 
moneY .,WoJJld pe. ,]le~d.~clta p:J:'oy;i.de £or .sepretarial.,all;~f research :st!i~f., .tra~el, 
and~ not least, pa'per! Volume 1 alone involved die_stenciliing and ..... _ 
distribution of over 200,000 sheets. The first two years were' very dlfficfuit; 
Re£ie,a;r~p;( Cou:n~ile w~r.e, 'Jl,at!Jrally ha1;d to convince that, t4e massiv~ support 

.1l.~:~4~c1 ;~,o~lcl. b,e,Ju~t;Lfiep\. 'fort:unci.t.ely the sm~ll grants: initially ::rec¢i:Ved , . 
were supp,lement~d,mo.st,generously by. private benef~ctprs.·. Th~.s~. ~ril:\bled ,the, 
~d.eyelpp;ip.g organization. to . comp.le~e., succ'ess~u;l.ly what would.l)OW ,b:C ca,lled . ·>· .. 

a 1 feasi~ci:I.ity study~' which then t.orivinced' the. appropriate bpd:Lk's .. that the.· 
proj ec~. ,des~;ryect suppo;t:t;;._ . This th.e S~ience R~search' Co:uncil . of .. t.h.e ti~ited, . , 
:~i!tB4f:'iin. has, dpne. in .11 m,ost ge~~roua and . ui)<lerstanding f,ashion, which _has ..•.. 
a~lpwi;d; ;th~ sc~e..m~ts.ts to ,co~.centrate .. on t<i,#ting tl1e Fl~ra. ~1.~hout )?-eedi~g .. 
to be diverted on to the time.,..consuming task of fund-rais1ng •.. Even when the ... 
economic climate chang~d and the work was taking longer than forecast, ,. ' · ;; ·: 
Resea1.1eh. Councils from oth.er ,qotintries rallied to. the support. of, .what was now 
a prpj,~oe :which'. it was :J..nterri8,tionaliy agreec( must be· supported· :to its . .. 
comp:J,.etir;>,n'!:,' . · · ... · ·. .· · · · · · ' · ·. 

:•.' ... 

-•. ] -~·rTh~~e:-ha~e _t,·.ee:n si~ .. me~t:J,~gs_. of 't:he: orsitn:lzatiQ~ ·i~dif£ei~nt cqu]ltties. 
:1-n ,'Eg.'J;'.Qpe,-.eislltY· ·m~etings .. o.f., tbe .Editorial. Commi~t'ee, .and scarcely -~ .day . 
has pa~:~;Se.d.d~t=itis t;b:e .. +as,t :f:i.ft~en .years:·wi;t:hol.lt .an .envelope ~o11taining .•· 
accounts "of genera in vad.ous stages of preparation. arriving on the desk of ' 
a R.eg;l().T).~:l: Ad,viser i~ .. se>m~ countrY in E1,1rope. Yolwne 1 app~ared i~ 1964, 
Volume 2 in.J968 9 .yoiu~ 3in, 1972 and _Vqlqm~ 4 in 1976, and'th~ 'fifth J:tnq .. 
final voluwe will be 'handed to th,e publishers; ,Cairi."ridge Uni;!Jersity Press, .· 
at ~ .. ».is .m~~t:;ng~ .; :, .. ' . ' . . .. ; . . ' . . .. · '.. . . .,-: ; .. 

. ; f ~ : 

"There must be very few instances of. such 
~ .. ~.! ~· . •' ·: . . . : . . ., ; ' ' . . 

co operat;lop. in:volv,ing . so many c;ount1;ies over 
w~ •.. ~eJ,.;ieye wou],.4 jus~_ify )!'lora E:uropaea •.. · 

. :~ 
! ' ' 

. ,·,-
~ ..• ' . 

sticcessf\il interriatiohal' 
130, mat1Y. yeaz:~ ~-·' This a'icine 

. . . '' 
,·.- ' 
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(Symposia) have had serious scientific programmes, the opportunities for 
informal d~scussions and the personal f:dendships which have developed as the 
result have been vital for the success of the Flora. 

The first of the international meetings was in Vienna in 1959. No one 
who was _::there will ever 'forget the opening session. ' Most were relative ' ' 
strangers to each other, the Editorial Committee was very conscious' of how 
much hi~ged on,the success of-this first meeting, and many of the more 'senior 
representatives were oniy too wel1 aware of previous abortive attempts- to '· 
prepare: a Flora df Europe.' 'There was an undoubted fe~lirig of tension .in the · 
newly: refurnished room of th.e N:aturhistorisches Museum. with -its clinically • ::. 
white walls and' gilt chairs with red p'lush velvet~ After~· the formal welcome.,;_ 
Professor Tutin, in his capacity as Chairman ofthe Editorial Committee, rose 
to launch the project. His opening quotation; 'Fools' rush in where angels 
fear ,to tread' , has entered into the history or the folk-lore of Flora 
Europaea, and, there_ is no doubt that the instant _clamour for translation and 
the !'attempts to do this, united the meeting and the participants in a way no 
other speech could ever have done. ' 

The intervening years between Vienna and the completion' of the manuscript 
for- Volume·-·~-- in 1962 saw many long arid heated ar'guments. :Continental colleagues 
may find it hard to' understand the depth of feeling associated with the 
decisio.n to follow the revised Englerian sequence rather than one of those 1!10te 
popular ~n the Anglo-Saxon \·10rld~ on the 'other hand the decision as to · ·­
whether ·Latin ot English shot,1ld be used for the published 'Flora produced 
surpr~sirigly little h~?at; a vote showed equal support for both 'languages~-- and· 
in the' event _commercial advice decided that 'the publication: should be in the . 
English language. 

- M~ch of _ th~ eS:rly work of the Editorial Committee was .concerned with· 
trying to get' uniformity of treatment of accounts prepared byman:y different 
authors. Often it was felt that some authors knew too much and others too· 
little. To this t.he'J:"e was. often added the problem of resolving conflicting 
comment~ sent in by advisers.· ···Ultimately the eait:ors had to l>repare the final 
manuscript guided at times 'primarily by the desire to get a sense of·uri!ty into 
the Flora - arid 'there always '"as the cry 'try and stick teL the timetable~. 

' ' 
' ' 

. Advance copies of Voh:ime 1 .were on show a~ the Edinbutgh International. 
Botanical Congress in 1964, .and this, did much to convince the botanical · 
world' that THE FLORA was a reality,: and to boost the morale 'of so mariy 
throughout Europe who had worked so long with apparently so little to show 
for their,work and faith in the project. Inevital;>ly many users, as they 
read Vo~ume 1, sought information in the Flora which was not there. Some 
omissions were deliberate policy,' others reflected i11accurate or absent 
information, still others were the result of' conscious· decisions· by atitho'rti 
or editors in order to conform to the agreed format and size of the Flora. 
Many of these problems were discussed in detail at the meeting in Denmark 
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·. . Cong~atulat~Ons 'to. Selwyn Ev_erist who recently was awa;rded' ap. 'honorary 
Doctoiof Phj~losophy degree from Queensland University. Though in retirement;;: 
Sel still lectures part-time. to students in the Veterinaey Science !faculty of . 
that University. 

NOTICE . 

......... .. 
,. PLANT TAXONOMIC ·Lr,r'ERATURE IN' AUSTRALIAN LIBRARIES;·; 

'. 
··In -1973 Dr Nancy Burbidge undertook~ as part of the• Academy of· S~ience 

Flora Project, to update and expand her Select List :of Publications ' in · 
Systematic Botany available in Australia (Canberra~ CSIRO Division of Plant 
Industry Report no. 14, 1951). 

'·. ;~Q,Y Austra:liari botanists and _libr.arians were asked to c,on,t:.ribute . 
info~at"io,n pn" theJr l;l.braty holdings and .the r~sponse_.w~s ·a'~ .. 9,'!e~~~l~ing 
that a book of over 500 pages was compiled and is_ now fn P,r~ss ~ · · · 

... ·':·_,;._ 

Plant Taxonomic Literature in Australian Libraries, compiled by 
Nancy T. Burbidge and edited by Alison McCusker, will be published jointly 
by CS,IRO an,9.ABRS in the se~ond quart:.er of 1978. . ... _, ._. 

. . The book W:ill ret~il .a~ approx. $15 but is available. ic{ ASBS: members· . 
at a pre-publication price o'f $10. . •,: 

,., \. 

·:· •; :··· ; 

, .. -~ ··r 
ORDERS; :ACCOMPANIED BY PAYM:eNT, SHOJ]LD BE SENT TO 

,' • C•,•: • • ' ., • - - 0' '", 

CSIRO Editorial and Publications Setvic~~- ... 
P.O. Box 89, East Melbourne, Vic. 3002.· 

. CLOSING PATE: . 1 MA;RCH ~978 
· .. :' ~ 

,: . ... o~der yoq.~ copy now! 
' . ~- . . . ; 

... : : . .. 
~ J . .. 

i• 



-13-

Reproduced with kind permission of Cambridge University Press from the 
Prograuilite of the Flora E11ropaea Final Symposium held in Cambridge .31 Augu~t 
to.4Se'ptember'l977 • .;.. Ed. · · · · · 

Mrs Karen Wilson returned at the beginning of November from a five months 
trip to Europe. She worked at the Royal Botanic Gardens,· Kew~ the British 
Museum of Natural History, and the Royal Botanic Gardens 9 Edinburgh, before 
spending three months at the Museum National d Histoire Naturelle in Paris 
studying CyPerus and· related genera. . .,. 

J)r, Tony Orchard, Auckland, h~s beEm appointed Curato'r of the· Tasmanian 
Herbarium~' Hobart. Tony takes tip his new position early i.h the new' year~ --- . 
Congratulations from the s'ociety; . 

;;·' 

Mr Lawrie Haegi has been· appointed· as a botanist at the New Sotith Wales' 
Nati()na1Herbarium9 Sydney. He took up the position vacated by Mr Nick Lander 
who naw'·is. a bbtatiist at· the Western Australian Herbarium. . 

Mr John Maconochie, Alice Springs, returned ftomhis term as Australian 
Botanical Liaison Officer, l(ew in time .to. attend the Heads of.Herbaria 
meeting in Adelaide last Qc~ober. · · · 

Bruce Maslin, the present A.B.L.O., writes that he a11d. Mr. Paul Wilson 
(PERTH) attended the Flora Europaea Final Symposium at.Cambridge {see above) 
in early September. Because of the current activity in Australia regarding 
our own Flora, he considered aspects of the Cainbridge conference relevant. 

Bruce was able to record with re'asonable clarity some of the proceedings. 
and the tapes were returned to Perth with Paul Wilson. Bruce included an 
index as to what talks were recorded and was sure they would be available 
to anyone wishing to hear them. 
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SOME RECENT PUBLICATIONS OF INTEREST 

Buttrose, '~ •. s.' Grant, w .s.i~,' & Lqtt~. J. N .A •. (1971) •. Re.Jersil;il~·. curvatul:e. 
of Style Branches of Hibiscus trionum L. , a Pollination Methari.ism. 
Aust. J. Bot. 25:567-570. · · 

Absence of effective pollination causes stigmatic lobes to curve 
downwards to· contact anthers. This is a self-pollination. mechanism. 

Hopper, S.D. & Campbell, N.A. (1977). A Multivariate Morphometric Study of 
Species Relationships in Kangaroo Paws (Anigozanthos Labill. and 
Macropida Drumm. ex Harv.: ·Haemodoraceae). Aust. J. Bot.·25:523•544• 

The authors. argue for recogni.t':ton 'of 2 genera with ·2 sections in 
Anigozanthos, ~nd A. bicolor,, A. gabrielae and A.· Viridis as. 
diStinct 13pecies. · 

• • 1 

Madison~ 'M,(1977).· A: revision of Monstera (Ataceae). Contr. Gray Herb. 
' 207:3-100. ' 

M. deliciosa is widely cultivated as an ornamental in Australia. 
: . : ~ . . 

· .. · ... ·".' ,• 
•;.: ', 

Byrnes;-.,,N.·B~;,,0977) •. A Revision of Combretaceae in Australia. Cc:mtrib. 
Qld.Herb. 20~ 1~72. 

·~ · 'Terminalia arenicola anr~ ,T. savannicola are. described as new and . 
· T. supranitidifolia is given as the new name for T. discolor 

F.. Muell. non Sprengel. 

,•. 

An index ·;to species names mentioned in all twenty contributions is :gi.v~n 
on pages. 73 td'88 ·in· Contribut:fon 20 above, which was published on· ,, ,., ... 
20 September 1977. 

The first number of Volume 1 of the Queensland Herbarium's new journal 
"Austrobaileya" ·'was published on 1st December. This journal replaces .. · 
"Contributions from the Queensland Herbarium'·'· ·This first number conta;i.ns 
the following nine papers. 
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LIBRARY FUND APPEAL 

Some members will be aware of the existence of the Sydney Science Centre 
and of its involvement in the production of our newsletter. Others will know 
of. the existence, of the Royal.and Linnean Societies of New South Wales and 

. ', .. 1. 

that they jointly own the Science Centre. 

The following letter has been received from the Chairman of-Science 
Hmuse Pty Ltd., (Prof. N.G. Stephenson); 

"The Royal and Linnean Societies of New South Wales have invested all 
their funds in this very worthwhile, two and one half million dollar project 
and obtained the remaining monies required by means of a substantial loan 
from the Commonwealth Bank. The very purpose of the Centre, namely to 
provide the best in services and facilities at low cost for scientific and 
professional organizations such as ours, is deserving of support from us 
all. Major financial assistance from either the Federal or State governments 
has n9t be£n made available nor is it likely to be and therefore I feel we 
must help ourselves. 

·Y.oti will be aware of the inflationary trends which have occurred over 
the period in which this project has been undertaken and will appreciate 
that these have added an additional financial burden on the Societies. 

The Societies have launched an appeal to enable them to maintain their 
libraries (now united). Most ASBS members may not be aware that these 
libraries, now housed in the Science Centre, are extremely ,yaluable sources 
of old·:reference works - many are available there which are not held anywhere 
else in Australia. ' 

I urge all members to give this appeal their personal support. .,Donations 
in excess of $2.00 to the funds have been made tax exempt. Will you please 
give· ;what you can, making out your cheques in faiTour of "The Royal Society 
of N.S.W. Library Fund" or "The Linnean Society of N.S.W. Library Fund", as 
you wish, and forwarding your donation to me for correlation and despatch to 
the Centre. 

The Premier of· New South Wales, Mr Neville Wran, Q. C., M. L.A., has 
consented to be the Appeal's Patron and I am sure that with your assistance 
the Centre can be helped to continue maintaining a most valuable assistance: 
to the 'community." 

R.C. Carolin 
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results of several years work on 11 The Flora of Far South-western Queensland". 
Several communities were discussed in, terms of their dominant and minor .. 
species and' these were 'related to habitat differences.· The informative talk 
was illustrated .,by slides •. 

. .·. •·. ·' . 

The n'ext meeting of the group will b~. held in February but details have 
yet to be finalized. 

Bryan Simon and Cheryl Scarlett 
.i ~ • •• ' : : 

CANBERRA 

The general meeting was held'on Wednesday, Septenibe~ 28.· The new 
Committee was elected: 

Convenor: A. Gillison: Land Use Research, CSIRO. 
Secretary: E. Canning: CBG. 
and G. Chippendale: FRI. 

The meeting concluded :witli'a discussion on two recently published 
papers-:.: 

Stewart 7 D .. A. and Batlew, B~·A. (1976): ·Infraspeciffc polyploidy in 
' Ptiiotus -obovatus (Amaranthaceae). 

Po~Jlil,l:.~,'-;:R~M-. '(~976):. G~nis~eae (Adana.) Benth~ ·and Felllt:ed.Pr:-t~~-
. .. (Leguminoseae) • . , ·.. , ·\ . 

~i ... _. 

'' ,:rh·~ JJrf3{ ~~-~--- 'i.Jltrot;lu_cecl: PY A. ' ~an is' and the second }>Y T. Macf arfane. 

On ~~~ries(laY: •.. October .26 M •. Laza~ides (CANB) -talk~d abo~t the f1ora 
of Arnhem t.'lmd •. 'Mike had been involved in an impact study on the Alligator 
River area. and P,resented an excellent in-depth study of the flora ot t~at 

Our first excursion for some time was held on Sunday, November 13, 

area. 

and was led by M. Crisp (CBG). We explored the "Big Hole" and "Marble Arch" 
in the Wyanbene Cave Series in the Upper Shoalhaven Valley» as well as 
looking at the vegetation of adjacent areas. · We were also treated to a 
display of abseiling in the "Big Hole" - there were numerous cavers about. 

At the meeting on Tuesday 2 November 22, a subcommittee of four people 
was formed to plan administration 'of a Nancy Burbidge Memorial Fund-. The 
meeting>col'lcluded with t·wo short talks on current research work~- viz. , · · · 

·.~-
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···Blake, s. ~··' ..;·~our_ new. ,species of Euc~lyetus. . ·.:;;, 

:·; .. -~4r.ews,'. S.:B• - Misc.e:ilaneous notes. on.Austral:J.an Pteridophytes,. I. · · 

Henderson, R. J.F. - Notes on Solanum (Solanaceae) ih Australia.'' · ' 

.;·r?h.ifip.~<?~, W. R •. ~ .. T4e delet;i.ou· _of: Pentapanax· Seem.·: .·f_t;pm ··the·. ~lq:r;a .-.Q;f_ 

Australia. 
·. i ;' •.;" ·.: . ..:'; ·· .. · 

Pedley,,L~ - Notes:on Leguminosfi.e, I. 

Blake, S.T. - Allosyncarpia ternata~ a new genus and species of 

Myrtaceae .subf~:i..l; l.eptospermoideae from Northern Australia. 

Byrnes, N.B.- The genus Verticordia in-Northern Australia. 

Pedley, L. - Polycarpaea (Caryophyllaceae) in Australia. 

Lavarack, P.J. - Notes on Queensland Orchidaceae, I. 

'f.' 

,.· .. 

Journal of Arid Environments 
...... , .• :i 

Academic Press is to publish a new journal under the above title.: · .· · · 
It is aimed to be multidisciplinary and prov.ide <i ·.f~rum· f;or ··.' . ·. ·' 
interdisciplinary dialogue. Th~· 'j ou:r:nal will: pu]Jl;ish papers containing 
the res1l:~t~~o.f ori-~inal work, and .review. articles ~ithl~ll t,h,e gener~t ' '. ' 
field described by its title. It will be wide in scope, and will 1nclude 
physiological, ecological, anthropological, geologi:cal and geographical 
stu?ies rela;t:ed to arid environments., Rev~ews of rel~va~J.i. bpolts w~ll 

· also· be printed~ Enquiries in Australia initially tnay be addressed to 
Prof. w.v. Macfarlane, a member of the Editorial Boarq, a~ ~he.Waite 
Agricultural Research Institute, Glen Osmond, South Australia .. S064. 

·;.r . ~ · ... ~ -. ·, ; . . . . ;_. , .. ··. .. .. .: ..•.. · . : ~·} 

-., .·. 
Ed~ 

. ' ; i.l 

,!';' ' • 

. :., ,; 

. ·· .. 
CHAPTER NEWS 

BRISBANE 

. J.,: .·.·Tb~ ~inal. meeting of, lCJ77 ·for the Brisb~~~:,: Chapter w~s· held o~ the. · 
11th ofOctc;>ber. Mr Des Boyl-tind of the Queensland Het'barium. presented· 
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Mrs Edna Watson, Botany Department, S.G.S., A.N.U.: 

"Variation and Diversification in local 
populations of Bulbine bulbosa (R. Br.) Haw." 

Miss Estelle Canning, CBG: 

"Studies on Waxes on the Surfaces of Leaves and 
Phyllodes of the genus Acacia Miller. u 

Estelle M. Canning 
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